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Sinclair. The God-Seeker. Random House. 
Mar. 1949. 422p. $3.50. 


Some features The God-Seeker will familiar 
readers its predecessors the Lewis canon. The locale 
again Minnesota; the straw man attacked Lewis’s con- 
ception religious humbug and hypocrisy; the picture 
typically exaggerated for satiric effect. Only historical 
setting, which the missionary frontier hundred years 


until the end the twentieth chapter, however, does 
story recover from its discursive beginning and settle 
Minnesota for the major action. The opening 
parade great many the inanities theology 
that leaves even God “puzzled about the combination 


and the efficacy his grace” (p. 12), pro- 
viding the same time thin narrative the hero’s 
boyhood New England. 
Reared deacon’s farm amid stern Calvinism, Aaron 
Gadd early conceives ambition for the ministry. His 
imperiled briefly when moves the city 
learns the pleasures the bottle and debauchery with 
sluttish Nadine Brun (“I’m good Catholic and never 
failed Easter 35), but two visitors from 


Indian country salvage it. One Squire Harge, who 
urges correspondence with the divine call service 
mission but who actually selfishly interested 
skilled carpentry. The other Selene Lanark, 
mission. 


This combined pursuit God and the flesh sends Aaron 
the long journey Bois des Morts among the Dakota 
Indians. There joins strange community families 


tyrannized their fanatical heads: clerical husbands who 
take pride their self-abnegation; who selfishly see 
hollowness praying God make sick wife “well 
and able help she use to”; whose inhibited emo- 
tionalism finds brutish vent the marriage bed, making 
their wives “combination scrub-woman and stock 
farm”; who profess missionary spirit brotherhood but 
regard the Indians inferior the order creation. 
But Aaron’s passion for theology blinds him from seeing 
the canting pietism his associates and first makes 
even his back-breaking labor acceptable discipline 
the flesh. 


Mercie, Harge’s consumptive wife who has sacrificed her 
devout ideals loveless drudgery, warns Aaron before 
she dies that will serve neither God nor his own hap- 
piness the Mission. Selene’s father also tries, 
more cynical way, dissuade him from his course. 
Despite these friends Aaron persists blindly that one 
almost disposed abandon him impatiently any for- 
tune. Black Wolf, Indian demagogue, eventually 
shows him that the red man can often more virtuous 
than the white man. And when Huldah, temporarily 
made appealing the absence Selene and lack 
competition. begins figure Harge’s plans fill the 
housekeeping job created Mercie’s death, Aaron gradu- 
ally sees his associates group self-righteous hypo- 
crites who have never intended more than use him. 
His despondency the realization kindled into resolu- 
tion for new life when Selene arrives, driven out her 
father and appealing for help. Huldah readily for- 
gotten, and together the lovers flee across the prairie 
marriage St. Paul. There Aaron gladly rejects mis- 
sionary life for successful career contractor. 
and Selene grow family and wealth with the young 
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city, transmuting their religious zeal into fight for aboli- 
tion, justice for the working man, and racial tolerance. 


Several sub-plots and host other characters, many 
them from real history, enter the book means 
enlarging the picture hypocritical evangelism the 
frontier. Episcopalians, Covenanters, 
Methodists, Baptists, Unitarians, Mormons, First-Day Pre- 
Millennium Grahamite Deists, and utopian 
communists—all these and more are derided either 
characterization dialogue, for Lewis makes the lack 
charity among his religious folk once object and 
instrument attack. The Catholics receive surprisingly 
mild treatment. Their missionary efforts are represented 
chiefly Father Bonifay, whose formula for the Indians 
avoid “confusing the poor fellows with lot man- 
made Protestant “just tell them about 
Christ’s love for them and the healing the sacraments, 
and they gladly offer themselves for baptism” (p. 172). 


Even one concedes Lewis his views about doctrinal 
inconsistency (which have much basis) and the frailties 
depicted (which are open dispute many cases), the 
picture seems unacceptable for two reasons. One that 
misguided desire for emphasis has led the satire the 
point completely one-sided caricature. The other 
cynicism toward religious experience and conviction which 
carries the implication that religion has various names but 
uniformly travesty. Consider, for example, the basis 
for such passage this: “There began then for Aaron 
life such quiet reasonableness had never known. 
lasted for three days, which good deal one human 
experience, and then God laughed” (p. 315). 


Even when viewed purely secular grounds, The God- 
Seeker can called more than clever and occasion- 
ally interesting book. Its highest merit probably its 
faithful reproduction the homely aspects frontier 
life. The story, however, spasmodic and often tediously 
indirect. Satire devoid character cannot create great 
novel, and the minor role Caesar Lanark the only 
convincing piece characterization. Aaron Gadd cer- 
tainly never comes life; not gross, and the 
victim rather than the purveyor false godliness, but 
more believable than Elmer Gantry. Read sen- 
sibly adult who will take Lewis for what is, the 
book can offer some profit and enjoyment, especially the 
reader devoted our early history; not for 
juveniles. 

George Grauel, Ph.D., 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Wernick, Robert. The Freebooters. 
14, 1949. 238p. $3.00. 


Many readers will, probably, disagree with this reviewer’s 
complete disaffection toward and distaste for this one- 
more-of-those novels with World War background. 
the assumption, however, that every one has right 
his own opinion, flatly declare dislike opinion 
merely another plethora flyblown, post-bellum 
gallimaufries, based hyperthyroid rewrite dili- 
gent but myopic wartime diary, more simply the 
fecund, flamboyant, and more-than-a-little freudian imagi- 
nation sophisticated adolescent. sounds precisely 
precocious behind-the-lines headquarters clerk, 


* 


Scribner. Mar. 


Lewis Wernick O’Connor 
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T-3 least), had taken seriously the exaggerated 
griping and snobbish lubricity that filled his wakeful hours, 


there any philosophy all this underdone 
tripes gonflées, sophomoric and leftish. There 
the usual half-coy identification the first-personal nar. 
rator-actor, who sensitive, olympian, and self-conscious, 
with the string-pulling author. One gathers that thinks 
himself one helluva liberal and pretty darn 
lectual properly off-hand 
fashion, 


Having spent three years the dead center one the 
gaudiest behind-the-lines headquarters Europe, during 


and after the shooting, this reviewer will admit that 
cleric 


vidual episodes herein described have high least 
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thirty per cent verisimilitude; but the overall picture, him 
effect created The Freebooters far off tangent English 
from the whole truth, and seems calculated 


more than dig another little rathole the foundations 
national security. That is, has any effect beyond 
titivating the easily amused, bemusing the easily titi- 
vated. 

The story purports take the narrator (that sensitive 
philosopher, you know), and two other confreres, rowdy 
bibulous fistbuster, and quiet inquiring negro, (the only 
character, incidentally, drawn anywhere near true life), 
through the dizzy spiral special but unnecessary 
“Operation,” from Africa, through southern France, into 
Paris. With few and minor exceptions, the officers 


| 


| 
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lot are brainless, unscrupulous, all-but-illiterate; contra, 


the non-commissioned and uncommissioned ranks” 
are misunderstood, maltreated, and clever all-get-out. 
But all are alike their two-fold obsession: wenching 
and wining; all, that is, except the jovian narrator. 
bit cold fish; and little priggish, come think 
it. 
Well, strikes poor choice supposedly dis- 
criminating publisher, and waste paper and linotypers’ 
time. Perhaps was just that much better than the 
thousands other similar manuscripts, that the editorial 
reader took desperate chance. But you, dear reader, 
are reckless spendthrift you put down Three Dollars 
for this; particularly when you can, adding one more 
Dollar, send CARE seed package Europe, and thereby 
something constructive. essay into the 
que, The Freebooters falls flat its face pigsty, and 
that just dandy and right where belongs. But, 
course, that’s only one man’s opinion. 

Rev. Richard Grady, 

English Department, 

University Scranton 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—MARCH SELECTION 
O’Connor, Joseph. The Norwayman. Macmillan. 
Mar. 15, 1949. 352p. $3.50. 
one point this St. Patrick’s Day special, the author 
describes young West Irish curate by-product 
the new Gaelic education, which tends create lop- 
sided mentality children”. 
started with imperfect English into intensive 
Gaelic curriculum and emerged with his English still 
imperfect. used bookish brand Gaelic, but 


made attempt limber converse with the 
read English 


old people who speak fluently. 


stream 
big, rich, 
might 
written 
gual pro 
consciou: 
cabulary. 
manipul: 
wegian 
America 


once 


story, 


fictional 


pointless 


colorf 


Orpen. 

who are 
thing Iri: 
the 
windy 
pri 
coast 
closely; 
practical 
few trans 
young gir 
the suspi 
—are, 
the auth 
for new 
and 
obvious 
mechanic 
his sit 
heavy 
whether 
from the 
tematic 
Twilight. 
O’Conno 
Narrative; 
without 

arrival 


4 
a 
| 
| 
4 
Bay. 


SELLERs 


aggerated 
ful hours, 


There 


onal 


thinks 


the 
during 
indi- 
least 
tangent 
lations 
beyond 
asily titi- 


sensitive 


rowdy 


the only 
life), 
into 


contra, 


ranks” 


think 


dis- 
han the 
editorial 
reader, 


Dollars 


more 
picares- 
sty, and 
But, 


on 


CTION 


millan. 


author 
lop- 


ntensive 
but 
vith the 
English 


Marcu 15, 1949 


but the headings the daily newspapers and the re- 
ports football matches and had English books 
but the lives Casement, Pearse, and Valera. Van- 
noort’s Dogmatic Theology, Prummer’s Moral, Walsh’s 
Vera Ecclesia, and the current Ordo stood his 
table testify his knowledge Latin. 


Joseph himself multilingual product 
Maynooth; this accounts, perhaps, for the precise propriety 
the many Latin quotaions from the missal and breviary 
well his lengthy exactness the representation 
ritual detail, practice suggestive the Breton novels 
and not unsuggestive the prayerful padding 
recent “religious” movies. Unlike the unpleasant 
Mr. O’Connor’s unflattering description, the au- 
thor himself shows considerable and easy command 
English that probably natural national inspector 
is, however, sufficiently out the main 
the popular novel feel hesitation about 
big, rich, latinate words where little, plain, Saxon words 
well. O’Connor’s writing English (he has 
written professionally Gaelic well) shows the bilin- 
gual professor Classics and modern languages its 
adoption wide and frequently exotic vo- 
cabulary. 

the uncertain novelist not always well served 
O’Connor the facile rhetorician. His interest the 
language shown the use Nor- 
and French well Gaelic, the elaborate 
quotation legal jargon and snatches English and 
American slang. fact, the book has Celtic wordiness 
once charming and exasperating the reader the 
story, characteristic racial lethargy coming the 
fictional points issue, tendency, other words, 
pointless digression, and glossy detail the description 
colorful persons and romantic landscape perhaps not 
unrelated the author’s training under Sir William 
Orpen. This may exasperate that large body readers 
who are not already bewitched the charm every- 
thing Irish. those the blood, for the wearers 
the green mid-March, the book presents warming, 
windy tale the struggles fisher couple operating out 
private island somewhere along the rugged west 
coast Ireland. The author has not designated his area 
closely; the rugged, moody Scandinavian, 
practical country pastor, Breton fishing captain with 
few transparently romantic sociological French phrases, 
young girl becoming conscious her physical magnetism, 
the suspicious, practical, and kindly midwife-housekeeper 
—are, however, recognizable types drawn ostensibly from 
the author’s “gossiping with neighbors gather matter 
for new little hard tell where life begins 
and Synge and O’Flaherty end. has gone 
obvious pains the handling technical—navigational, 
mechanical, and legal—subjects incident the exposition 
his simple, but tangential narrative. The sometimes 
heavy hand the careful researcher and conscious ob- 
server quite evident. outlander can only wonder 
whether good proportion the book derived not 
from the normal osmosis native but from the sys- 
tematic pursuit the folklorist groping through the Celtic 
Twilight. 

O’Connor somewhat dilatory the construction 
Narrative; some characters drop out the reader’s sight 
without apology; the protagonists have baby whose 
arrival lavishly anticipated, but whose post-natal life 
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ignored. The essential structure the tale (which 
opens with nude newlyweds frockling deserted beach, 
scene more plausible and decent than can indicated 
review) simple. For few opening chapters this 
primitive, healthy, handsome couple struggle with the 
elements way that suggests Irish Knut Hamsun. 
This promising beginning succeeded account 
the simultaneous creation new economic forces and 
various forms new life which suggests the Return-to-the- 
Soil-Fertility motif the Jean Giono movies. Then the 
author introduces, well-spaced succession, variety 
characters assorted nationalities and mainland social 
levels. accomplish these introductions, O’Connor 
favors two transparent devices: the “putting in” color- 
ful seaborne characters, one case straight out Mutiny 
the Bounty, and increasingly frequent trips the main- 
land, which some are reminiscent the contact the 
Blasket Islanders with the progressive interests the 
mainland Maurice O’Sullivan’s Twenty Years 
Growin’. 


Mr. O’Connor’s most obvious counterpart routine 
novelist Cape Cod’s folksy Joseph Lincoln. O’Con- 
nor has taken, like Lincoln, maritime locale and re- 
created way that neither completely realistic, nor 
wholly fictional. His characters struggle with land and 
sea, and with small, touching emotional problems, but 
their material success and emotional solutions are not pro- 
duced the outcome their own struggle, but the 
mechanical contrivances generous fictioneer: un- 
expected inheritance comes from America and the third 
party politely potential triangle killed the final 
chapter. 


The adult predisposed simple entertainment and the 
hearty, comfortable humours Hibernian communion 
breakfast will find the book rewarding escape from the 
unreal complexities the more usual novels the day. 
The characters all have the happy glow easy familiarity, 
the parish St. Patrick’s play, Jenny Kissed Me. The 
implications the narrative are within the capacity 
adolescent readers; however, Mr. O’Connor writes with 
disarming and quite decent adult frankness that makes the 
book more suitable for the emotionally mature. 


Joseph Cotter, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Lothar, Ernst. Return Vienna. Doubleday. Mar. 
10, 1949. 332p. $3.00. 


1939 Ernst Lothar fled Vienna nazified those who 
came power after the Anschluss. For seven years 
worked successfully new start the United States 
and became American citizen. Then 1946 re- 
turned Vienna officer the occupation forces 
from which resigned 1947 begin writing Return 
Vienna. Lothar was Austrian intellectual—lawyer, 
government official, writer, producer and director plays, 
holding evidently respected position the higher 
echelon Viennese society. Since the framework 
Return Vienna matches his own story several points 
may well autobiographical nature. The central 
character Felix von Geldern, also intellectual who 
fled Vienna after the Anschluss, came America, be- 
came citizen, returned Austria business visit and 
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there found himself torn between two loyalties—the prob- 
lem around which the novel built. 


Felix von Geldern had fled Vienna with his sisters, his 
uncle and his grandmother Viktoria. Her daughter, 
Anita, Felix’s mother had remained behind because 
affair with eldlerly official. Felix disliked the brash- 
ness intensely but had resigned himself 
life here, had received his second papers and had fallen 
love with Livia Fox after his opera star love’s death 
Vienna had been reported. However Felix still hun- 
gered for the charming graciousness Vienna life and 
put little opposition when his uncle, head the 
family, arranged for him return Vienna and investi- 
gate the status von Geldern property there. Viktoria, 
the strong willed, was accompany him. 


Vienna Felix found poverty, bitterness, hopelessness; 
one who fled despised those who had remained and 
collaborated any way with the Nazis. Those who 
remained despised those who had fled, who had not 
suffered concentration camp cruelties, privation and bomb- 
ing. They despised the occupation forces the powers 
who had liberated them into stultifying poverty and who 
refused release them freedom 
Felix found his mother almost blind, barely existing but 
the misunderstanding existed even there—they could not 
reach each other’s minds hearts. Felix finds his old 
love, the opera star Gertrude Nagner, still living and 
marries her immediately though she had been col- 
laborator and had been intimate with Goebbels. the 
wedding breakfast banishes her father just the latter 
killed refugee from displaced persons camp. That 
evening reproaches Gertrude with the Goebbels inci- 
dent and she suicides. Felix offered chance teach 
the meaning democracy class Socialists but 
refuses. completely confused—to forgive and for- 
get, remain and help rebuild the Austria loves, 
return America, the land thought loved, the 
land where future life seems sterile. unable 
reach decision and taken back America Viktoria. 


There his unhappiness continues—unable love Lydia 
fully, unable decide between his love Austria and 
the duty had sworn America, unable plan 
future course, blaming himself for the deaths Gertrude 
and her father, for the coldness between himself and 
his mother—life holds nothing but uncertainty and hope- 
lessness. burst emotion, Felix tries resign his 
American citizenship and return Austria but seemingly 
persuaded that one can love two countries and remain 
good citizen one. this confusing note the book 
ends. There are few any hints but one presumes that 
Felix intends remain American citizen and yet work 
for the salvation Austria. 


The tiny Austrian Republic cruelly mutilated and 
thoroughly repressed the victors the World War 
has been one the heaviest sufferers from the recent 
war. Occupied enemy, was liberated only 
occupied the liberators. present, there seems 
but little hope for its restoration freedom and self- 
respect. The chief value Mr. Lothar’s story seems 
its limning the aftermath such treatment. 
There was collaboration Austria, there were also con- 
centration camps, tortures, privation and bombings. Ac- 
cording the author, there today, hatred, suspicion, 
distrust, social and economic chaos, hopelessness and 
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almost despair save for the common people who are 
ing prayer. According him, occupation authorities 
are working with former Nazi collaborators and there 
quiet anti-Semitism. His answer seems that 
must work for the salvation Austria but that those 
Austrians who fled would better help Austria 
citizens their adopted countries. The book suitable 
for adults. 


Bobbs 


Creel, Race for Asia. 
Merrill. Mar. 1949. 264p. $2.75. 


Possibly this book appeared too late accomplish its 
objective. George Creel visited China 1948 and now 
submits his impressions. They certainly are not favorable, 
far the U.S.S.R. and the United States are 
cerned. feels that the former making efforts 
dominate China and that the latter practically helping 
the project, withholding aid China and 
difference the facts the matter. 


The story starts 1919 and carried down the present, 
The work Borodin, Communist leader China, and 
Stalin’s telgrams Borodin, which outright Com- 
munism for China advocated, receive detailed atten- 
tion, that there may doubt the origin 
the Communistic movement China. The expulsion 
Borodin 1927 and Chiang’s severance diplomatic 
relations with the U.S.S.R. are also discussed, with all 
their implications. Despite this break, Mao Tse-tung pro- 
claimed Chinese Soviet Republic 1932 (p. 
Creel convinced that the Communists did much damage 
the Kiangsi area China. Although Edgar Snow 
waxed “more than usually lyric” when describing Com- 
munistic rule that area, his book Red Star Over 
China, Mr. Creel inclined agree with the Nationalists, 
who maintain that “Mao and his men killed more than 
people and rendered 6,000,000 homeless” (p. 


Mr. Creel, Democrat, very critical Roosevelt’s for- 
eign policies. very caustic when discussing the 
friendly attitude Roosevelt toward Stalin 1943 and 
subsequently (p. 89); spends much time Stilwell, 
and concludes that Stilwell was not fair appraising 
Chiang, while the same time being very generous 
evaluating the Russians and their influence the war. 
Mr. Creel refers Mr. Roosevelt’s actions Yalta, Feb- 
ruary 1945, giving Russian concessions 
China the “Yalta betrayals”. writes bluntly: “Not 
even Talleyrand Matternich ever went far cynical 
disregard the moralities. nothing had the Atlantic 
Charter been more explicit than the declaration that none 
the signatories should seek territorial aggrandizement. 
For long years China had been fighting keep 
Russia out Manchuria and Mongolia, and yet Yalta, 
the scratch three pens, the struggle was irretrievably 
lost. What adds the sheer incredibility the be- 
trayals that President Roosevelt was under compul- 
sion necessity. the time the Yalta conference 
there was plain evidence that the Japanese had shot their 
bolt” (pp. was desperately need 
American aid that could not refuse accept the Yalta 
decisions, they were communicated him. There 
some uncertainty whether knew what had hap- 
pened China result the Yalta conference. 
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When the Russians went into Manchuria August 1945 
they cynically disregarded all their promises. the same 
time they aided the Communist forces there giving 
them supplies that the latter could fight Chiang more 
effectively. Creel criticizes our State Department for try- 
ing force Chiang accept Communists his govern- 
ment. Truman, Creel simply says: “President Truman 
excused the score his comprehensive ignor- 
ance, but not the State Department officials” (p. 141). 
Marshall’s insistence that Chiang accept Communists 
analyzed and finally labelled for the fatuous policy that 
was; many excerpts are given from Communist literature 
and handbooks show the hatred that the Communists 
China have for the United States. Creel analyzes the 
lend-lease aid given China and concludes that our gov- 
ernment has intentionally misrepresented the amount 
aid given; makes use such expressions “prize dis- 
honesty” and “tricky accounting”. Regarding our gov- 


attitude toward China, concludes: “It 
With China and Korea under Russian domination, the 


policy damned common sense not common honor. 


whole American position Japan will outflanked, and 
both the Philippines and Alaska turned into sitting ducks” 
(pp. our leaders abandoned decency for 
expediency, became inevitable that book like this 
would written. not pretty story, but one which 
may have world shattering consequences. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, Illinois 


Doubleday. 


Magidoff, Robert. Anger and Pity. 


1949. 278p. $2.95. 

ready for another war—this time against Russia? 
Considering that the last one was not exactly social 
success, far its aftermath was concerned, might 


advisable give the matter just bit more thought before 
drop the first atom bomb another effort make 
the world safer and more Christian. Indirectly, least, 
the title this book indicates, Robert Magidoff 


urging precisely that. Russian born, left that 


country fourteen and came the United States. 
1935 returned Russia representative the 
McGraw-Hill publications. April 15, 1948 letter 
written his American born secretary, Cecilia Nelson, 
accusing him espionage activity, appeared 
She and her family had left Michigan the and 
settled Russia, and had become Russian citizens. Magi- 
doff well knew that his secretary would have submit 
unfavorable report concerning him ordered so, 
but scrupulously refrained from anything even 
remotely resembling sabotage that felt secure from 
any such attack. Following the publication the letter 
and regardless Magidoff’s denials, the Ministry For- 
eign Affairs the U.S.S.R. ordered Magidoff leave the 
country. However, instead writing damning indict- 
ment nation that had been unfair him, Magidoff 
has written one the most factual and understanding 
books that enigmatic nation that this reviewer has 
read. 

Magidoff admits that when went Russia 1935 


was “starry-eyed about the land the Soviets. Conscious 


imperfections the American way life, hard hit 


the depression was sold the legend the great 
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Soviet Utopia. But not being Communist, never 
accepted the Soviet Union with the blind fanaticism 
the believers. was particularly repelled the workings 
the Party Line” (p. 80). Repeatedly the author em- 
phasizes that Russians are compelled accept without 
question, because fear, any point view that pre- 
sented them the Party leaders. evident that 
devotion bordering upon fanaticism required every 
Russian who wants avoid imprisonment, deportation, 
execution. present, according this author, 
Kremlin attempting make the rank and file the 
people hate the United States. does not believe that 
desire has been engendered the Russian masses which 
would make them anxious try destroy this western 
nation which until recently they had been sedulously 
imitating, and which they still are, matter fact. 


The book not heavy and oppressive. Interesting ac- 
counts are given his courtship the Russian girl who 
became his wife; the difficulties which had with his 
various servants; the housing problem Russia; and 
the issues facing Soviet writers and artists. seemingly 
excellent appraisal given Stalin’s influence the 
cultural fields, well politics. The depth Ameri- 
can influence Russia, effected largely our writers, 
understandingly explained. The chapter entitled 
swers Questions Russia” will answer practically 
every question that you may wish ask. You will prob- 
ably well satisfied with practically all the answers. 
that chapter again that the complete submergence 
the identity the individual again stressed. How 
long can that Isn’t there some hope that reaction 
against such personal enslavement will Magidoff 
believes that literacy increases Russia, and outside 
influences seep in, this enslavement will become impos- 
sible. does not believe that the Kremlin wants war 
now the foreseeable future. admits that military 
aircraft production Russia perhaps twelve times 
great here, but does not believe that Soviet planes 
are good ours. estimates that our output 
electrical power about three times great that 
the U.S.S.R. admits that Russian industry being 
decentralized, that Russia may safer case war. 
Consumer goods are still scarce, Russia has means 
recovered from World War this book does anything 
bring about understanding between two powerful na- 
tions, will have justified itself. believe 
that, given wide audience. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 
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Gaither, Frances. Double Muscadine. 
Mar. 1949. 335p. $3.50. 


Kirk McLean, editor the town paper, had married the 
daughter the richest landowner Athens, Mississippi. 
After the deaths his wife and father-in-law, had 
remained the estate, general manager, with his young 
son and his sister-in-law. Several years later, the 
1850’s, had traveled Georgia and abruptly married 
the seventeen year old Martha. Not long after his return 
with the child-bride, made trip New Orleans 
where purchased beautiful yellow slave. Aimee, the 
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slave, had been sent Athens cook. week 
later Kirk himself came home, and that night his son, 
Hunt, died victim poisoning. Aimee was tried and 
convicted the murder. 


Double Muscadine tells the story the retrial which was 
granted the State the appeal Syke Berry, Aimee’s 
attorney. begins the day the retrial opens, but 
flashbacks covers the complete story. The question 
Aimee’s guilt innocence the technical focal point 
the novel but not the most important. The story 
moves deftly into the dark corners the lives all the 
participants, skillfully, and proper season, throwing 
light now this, now that, character, until the ultimate 
crisis when the jurors’ verdict merely one element 
the finely contrived total resolution. give any further 
intimation the movement action this well-plotted 
novel unfair and unneeded. suffices say that while 
the court scenes are excellent, this not courtroom story. 
section the pre-emancipation South, delicately and 
strongly set forth, with the problems handled implica- 
tion. structurally, and its excellent re- 
straint, this book makes the works the critically revered 
Mississippian, Faulkner, appear the acme childish cru- 
dity. Double Muscadine worthy wide attention and 
recommended any adult reader interested intelli- 
gent fiction well written. 


Maguire, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Grant, Dorothy Fremont. John England Ameri- 
can Christopher. Bruce. Mar. 


$2.75. 


Over twenty years ago the later Peter Guilday wrote the 
definitive Life and Times John England, First Bishop 
Charleston, (1786-1842) which remains the outstanding 
delineation the man and the period, despite Mrs. 
Grant’s stricture that “his biographers have not given 
him bone, blood, and flesh” (p. 160). Yet must 
admitted that few besides historical scholars today read 
Guilday’s two fat volumes. Therefore, Mrs. Grant 
doing service restating simple, though over-sugary, 
terms the contribution this “American Christopher” 
the organization the Charleston Diocese, the 
national dissemination the Church’s doctrine and tra- 
dition through the Catholic Miscellany, the 
establishment Provincial Councils which unified the 
American hierarchy, the spread libraries throughout 
his diocese, and, above all, the reduction anti- 
Catholic attacks through his numerous personal 
ances the lecture platform and the pulpit. Only 
few years after his arrival this country addressed 
Congress Sunday service, customary that time. 
addition the facts his life, the author adds various 
obliter dicta, the account the origin and dissemina- 
tion anti-Catholic propaganda the Centuriators 
Magdeburg, which are helpful the understanding 
the period. 


While John England can recommended for general 
popular reading, unfortunately she not too accurate 
rendering facts. She has the Bishop abolishing pews 
(p. xii) rather than the pew-rent which had been the 
root trustee lay control; the Miscellany consistently 
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misspeled several dozen times the Miscellaney and Abp, 
Whitfield rendered Whitefield; distinction made 
between the Provincial Councils and the present annual 
meetings the hierarchy; England’s earlier career 
Ireland ignored; statement made that there were 
thirteen Catholic weeklies 1833 although this reviewer 
knows only two, besides the Miscellany, that deserve 
the name Catholic; the Messmer edition England’s 
works published 1908 seven volumes ignored 
the bibliography favor the less logically arranged 
Reynolds edition. 


Dawson, Christopher. Religion and Culture. Sheed 


and Ward. Mar. 1949. 225p. $3.50. 


doubt with eye the audience, which these 
Gifford Lectures were addressed, Christopher Dawson 
identifies natural theology with the humanistic movement 
the Renaissance. 
the universal authority the Church and lost its religious 
unity, the truths natural theology, while fact part 
and parcel the traditions Hellenic and Christian 
thought, assumed fresh value and importance for the 
men the new learning, who found themselves unable 
dispense with the existence God and the natural 
law the one certain and universal foundation re- 
ligious truth. This artificial substitute for the Christian 
religion followed the fortunes humanism; and our 
days has fallen upon hard times the traditional proofs 
discursive reasoning for the existence author 
the intelligible universe seem despite their intrinsic worth 
fall upon deaf ears. 


After analysis the rise and decline natural theol- 
ogy outside the scholastic tradition, Christopher Dawson 
forcibly calls attention vast field unexplored terrain 
the historic religious experience the race, terrain 
which western rationalism has singularly ignored. Apart 
from the reasoned approach God, which proceeds from 
the effects creation their cause, the history religion 
universally attests both the East and the West 
another avenue knowledge, which leads realization 
the transcendent reality God. This the avenue 
introspection, which terminates the intuition the 
divine presence deep within the utmost recesses the 
soul. This natural and “negative intuition transcend- 
ence”, then, fact which natural theology should 
take account. “If prayer natural man, there 
reason reject the evidence that the movement intro- 
version and concentration which the soul seeks the 
way transcedent absolute reality its own depths 
not peculiar single religion single cultural tradi- 
tion but universal form religious experience” (p. 


191). 


line with the importance intuition religion, which 
recurring theme throughout the work, Dawson insists 
upon the fact that the beginning all historical re- 
ligions lies revelation, more less non-rational char- 
acter, expressed myth symbol. This the function 
the prophets, who are found the source every 
religious tradition. This tradition sacred knowledge 
together with the rites and sacrifices invariably associated 
with preserved and developed the social organ 
the priesthood: the metaphysical systematization such 
beliefs, occurs all, always later development. 


society, which had cast aside 
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This tradition sacred beliefs and rites constitutes the 
creative principle all cultures, whether primitive 
advanced. The history religions reveals other basic 
similarities the widespread notions the sacredness 
kingship, the existence divine order nature and 
natural law, and way perfection, which through 
renunication, prayer and discipline leads the culmina- 
tion the vision transcendent reality. developing 
these themes the method the author single out 
from the mass historical instances his disposal one 
classic example each. this means able give 
penetrating analysis the religions primitive societies, 
Egypt, India and China. Christianity touches but 
lightly. 

conclusion Mr. Dawson analyzes the crucial problem 
confronting the secularized society the West, which 
has integrated the material world through science but 
the process has suffered the loss its own soul alienat- 
ing and driving into exile the religion, which was its prin- 
ciple unity and the source its creative vitality. The 
end will either the extinction western culture the 
nations plunging into the night war the rekindling 
faith the absolute truths religion. Mr. Dawson 
hopes for the latter. 


Although regretted that Mr. Dawson has not 


succeeded clarifying the nature the religious intui- 
tion, which lays much stress, the book recom- 
mended all those interested the nature religion, 
its history and its social influence. 


Edward Jacklin, 
Department Philosophy, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Broderick, James, S.J. Procession Saints. Long- 


Saxon Churches shone throughout the world. 


mans. Mar. 1949. 198p. $3.00. 
Aidan, Oswald, Oswin, Godric, Aelred, Colman, Hugh 


Thomas Hereford—these are names saints unfamiliar 
the majority American readers. Cuthbert, Anselm, 
Boniface, Thomas Canterbury, John Fisher and Ralph 
Corby are but little better known. Yet each these Irish 
and English saints, his own way, has displayed that 
heroic sanctity which Mother Church has acknowledged 
raising them the altars; each has tale spiritual 
daring which Father Broderick, scholarly historian and 
master hagiographer, unfolds for brief biographical 
sketches, expanded significant points into complete 
treatments. And quite literally, there procession since 
the author has selected one feast from the Calendar 
Saints for each month the year; each the feast one 
more holy men; all saints save for one blessed and one 
venerable; all English Irish men, save for one French- 
American woman, Venerable Marie the Incarnation, 
who the addendum make baker’s dozen; mostly 
clerics save for five six laymen; mostly men the 
Middle Ages when the glory the Celtic and Anglo- 
each 


case, with reverent respect and familiar understanding, 
Father Broderick has presented the salient highlights 
the life the saint, his position the world his day, 
his problems, successes and failures, the significance 
his work then and now, for, remarks the preface, 
“Sanctity renders men and some “were the 


Broderick Mally 251 


counterparts their totalitarian ages such heroic men 
Archbishop Stepinac and Cardinal Mindszenty our 
totalitarian age.” The easy and fluent style that charac- 
terized the histories the Jesuits carried this 
book; the same erudition here; and there ane who 
will not profit and entertained this collection. 
Needless declare, heartily recommended for all. 


Mally, Louise. The Tides Dawn. William 
Sloane Associates, Inc. Feb. 28, 1949. 370p. $3.50. 


Miss Mally conscientious reporter facts—intrinsi- 
cally commendable talent the historical novelist, 
coupled with the perspicacity that cuts quickly the 
heart the matter. Failure focus that mental alertness 
directly results best superficial picture blurred 
trivial detail. This, unfortunately, the disappointment 
The Tides Dawn. The author simply does not 
follow through and make the most her superb selection 
subject matter, the scourge the Reformation through 
the Netherlands and the campaign William the Silent, 
Prince Orange, cleanse his country the Spanish 
Inquisitors. 


The story begins 1562, when the misguided tyrant 
Philip sought force his Catholic imprint throughout 
the wideflung Hispanic empire. the satellite throne 
the Netherlands sat his regent and half-sister Margaret, 
Duchess Parma, cast once the unfavorite role 
conciliator both the King and the opposition—who, 
though divided their religious espousals were nonethe- 
less united the conviction that the choice should 
free from political implications. this common meeting 
ground the snobbery class distinction was revoked; the 
sympathizer gentle birth fought side side with the 
burgher’s son. Such, then, was the position the house 
Edmond Baron Chatrois and the youthful Gerrit van 
Wagenen, their friendship sealed the brotherhood 
Prince William’s cause. 


Miss Mally carries the two families through period 
nearly twenty years, with the romance Gerrit and the 
Baron’s daughter Jacqueline further cementing their rela- 
tionship. During the uncertain struggle against the Duke 
Alva the tragedy that rent their lives found its parallel 
many another Deutschlander home. The Baron lost 
his oldest son Gille the same battlefield which the 
blood Louis Nassau, brother the Prince, had 
washed. Pierre Chatrois, the second boy, swung over 
the heretics, even casting deep take orders the 
new religion that professed faith and good works 
sufficient for salvation. But René, the youngest the 
three, committed the darkest treachery his father’s eyes, 
for abandoned his own coat arms pledge fealty 
the hated Spanish despot. 


So, too, did the demands war make immediate inroads 
into Gerrit’s existence—in the death his first betrothed, 
the violent loss two brothers-in-law and the slow 
starvation sister during the siege Leyden, and 
the five years’ separation from Jacqueline before their 
marriage. However, the book closes triumphal note, 
with the final Dutch victory assured and the promise that 
Gerrit’s and Jacqueline’s son will grow land where 
may worship pleases. 

Though her characterizations are weak, her style none too 
forceful, and her religious presumptions more than little 
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foggy, far goes the author has produced something 
acceptable for the family reading table. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Murphy, Audie. Hell and Back. Holt. Feb. 28, 
1949. 274p. $3.00. 


Hell and Back, Audie Murphy, record the 
harrowing experiences American infantryman who 
fought through the African, Sicilian, Italian and French 
Campaigns World War II. ordinary infantry- 
man who lived tell the The note 
the jacket gives Mr. Murphy’s credentials: “Although 
still under twenty-one the time V-E day, 
officially credited with having killed, captured, wound- 
240 Germans. emerged from the war America’s 
most-decorated soldier, having received twenty-one medals 
including our highest military decoration, the Congres- 
sional Medal Honor.” 


The book makes attempt interpret the broader 
issues the African and European campaigns. gives 
the straight account what the author saw, heard, smell- 
ed, tasted and felt, drove himself, often sick with 
fear, along his own narrow, dangerous trail blood and 
guts. The product starkly realistic instance under- 
statement. 


Mr. Murphy doesn’t for heroics and melodrama. 
deals strictly tragedy—or rather, the tragedies 
the little people war. The reader could never piece 
together the eulogy the jacket from his chronicle. One 
only knows that natural-born soldier, who has been 
through all, speaks out. 


The first part the fifty pages—are hard read- 
ing. The style monotonous, with paragraphs three 
sentences repeated over and over, relieved only pass- 
ages dialogue which are the clipped, naturalistic 
speech one expects American The reader might 
well feel first that the book another sad case good 
material wasted humdrum style. 


Whether Mr. Murphy’s sincerity modesty, his 
faithful record grim, American humor and wit, corus- 
cating ironically under fire, the book slips them into the 
category those which are hard lay down. 


Though the language the dialogue often rough, the 
author has refused many opportunities, which Remarque 
didn’t, All Quiet the Western Front, into 
biological details about the sex life the war-weary G.I. 
Another orchid! 
Strictly fare for adult consumption, the book does justice 
its dedicatory verse: 

there any glory war, 

Let rest men like these. 


Rev. Joseph Kelley, 
LeMoyne College, 
Syracuse, 


Baron, Alexander. From the City, From the Plough. 
Washburn. Feb. 23, 1949. 224p. $2.75. 


From farm and town they came, from regular army and 
civilian life, from all walks and all types they came 
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into the Fifth Battalion the Wessex Regiment. And 
there, they were trained the barracks along the Eng. 
lish East Coast until that June day 1944 when they 
moved element into the Normandy invasion. June 
and July the hedge-row country, storming and taking 
one small fortified point after another and then last 
August they came the one last ridge which barred 
their way the flatlands France. They took that 
ridge and died. This novel built around the story 
the Fifth Battalion—from its training camp England 
until its death Normandy. The book met with great 
success when appeared England during 1948. 


The characters the story are 600 men the Fifth 
Battalion and hundred more are brought 
name. The story not told series tightly linked 
incidents adding the climax tightly developed 
plot, but rather successive incidents the stages the 
invasion which the framework the book. Therein 
are described the reactions the men army life, 
training, the rumors active duty, the behavior 
their companions and many other facets military life. 


Then came the move with all its uncertainties and finally 
the landing, with its daily fighting, the continuous slogging 
forward with death constant companion. 
the last ridge there was the impossible attack against 
positions too strong taken. The battalion was sac- 
rificed and the few survivors were too numbed realize 
the fact their survival. these few was given one 
last special strongpoint cleared. They cleared 


and died. 


Verisimilitude the outstanding characteristic 
book. The picture true life, living men and their 
reactions the multiple abnormal problems soldier’s 
life. subdued recital the factors which make 
the milieu war. brutality, indecency and 
cruelty are there but affection, sympathy, under- 
standing heroism and all the other human virtues they 
are found ordinary men going off war. There quiet 
and unassuming courage, there are bewilderment, griping, 
preoccupation with minor and major problems, love, dis- 
appointment, humor, friendship, charity short, there 
are all the reactions, virtues and vices ordinary life, 
intensified the peculiar environment which men 
war find themselves. The characters are varied 
would expected and all are skilfully drawn sparse 
yet sufficient detail. 


They too are real and the author has been quite faithful 
their delineation. the whole, save for one two 
incidents, the book recommended adults. 


Wakeman, Frederic. The 
17, 1949. 252p. $2.75. 

“The big five,” summed up. life with himself, 
his mate, his child, humanity and his God. must 
fail myself everyone those counts but the parent 
business. Four misses out five. I’m only twenty per- 
cent whole man.” 


Rinehart. Feb. 


was wastrel. 


Waste was the key and the clue Duncan Bell’s life. 
knew one thing—navigation, but refused work 
unless poverty should force him. Having more than 
enough money live on, condemned himself the 


servitude 
life litter 


Lorna 
unseen 
rated hin 
Parisian 
from her 
their son 
percent 
good mot 


Lorna, 
him had 
and dry, 
the story 
the reviv: 
One 
Lorna. 
all too 
cluded, 
wastrel, 
fying lie 
instincts 
awake 
and 
his 


Next 
over and 
piece 
shatters 
are 
The 
the tic 
tional 
these con 
The 
The refor 
and very 
circumsta 
the time 


bind the 


Parallel 
bac 
dynamics 

struction 

delusio 
ego 

truth. 

shore anc 

saved, 

The book 

with expe 
the autho 

The ther 

Saxon 

and the 
things hu: 


Common 
mains yet 


A 

- 

‘ee 


Fifth 
linked 
veloped 
the 
Therein 
life, 
avior 
ary life. 


finally 
slogging 
Finally, 
against 
sac- 
realize 
one 


oldier’s 
and 
under- 
they 
quiet 
ve, dis- 
there 
men 
ried 
sparse 


two 


Feb. 


must 
parent 
per- 


fe. 
than 
the 


15, 1949 


servitude that the idle rich pay time. The days his 
life littered waste the wake his idleness. 


Lorna was lovely wife but the wastrel’s pride, lurking 
unseen under his apparent lack self-respect, had sepa- 
rated him from her love. The drunken suspicions wild 
Parisian night caused him cut himself off completely 
from her bed, except for the one night ten years ago when 
their son, Cam, was conceived. fact, was twenty 
percent whole man because Cam. Lorna was 
good mother, had tried decent father. 


alcoholic one time, though physically faithful 
Lorna, broke himself the drink when the heart 
him had started sputter. Life was wasteland, barren 
and dry, until Cam occasioned the coming hope. For 
the story told fundamentally story hope and 
the revival love and faith long dormant. 

One night Duncan faced the realization his belief 
Lorna. the intervening years, she had proved herself 
all too clearly and all too well. himself in- 
cluded, wondered why she bothered stay with him, the 
wastrel, eighty percent good. faced, too, the justi- 
fying lie had forced upon his conscience against all the 
instincts that told him her honesty. Love commenced 
awaken again—almost despite himself—after the long 
and torpid coma into which had trampled it. takes 
his conflict drunk effort resolve it. fails. 


Next morning, Cam gets him out bed for speedboat 
tide. While seeking the release speed from his hang- 
over and the pent-up pressure his emotions, hidden 
piece seadrift rips through the shell their launch and 
it. They are out the sight shore. The odds 
are overwhelmingly favor drowning. 

beating those all but impossible odds, the plotting 
jof the tides, the desperate clinging straw naviga- 
tional knowledge, the saving energy, the passage time, 
courage Cam and the reminiscences Duncan, 
these constitute the narrative. 

The suspense and the vital telling are superbly done. 
The reform Duncan his crisis comes forth authentic 
and very worthy belief—an achievement under any 
circumstances but especially within the narrow limits 
time allotted here. Flashbacks that can often create 
feeling disjointedness, serve this instance rather 
bind the intrinsic structure parts whole. 


Parallel with the tensions danger and rescue, Dun- 
backtracking through his life builds spiritual 
what evolving his soul. With the de- 
struction the boat came the final breakdown years 
delusion. Faced with the cowardice false escape, the 
ego the man stands unflinchingly the inevitable 
truth. When the father last drags his son the 
shore and safety, more than physical life has been 
saved, manhood all but perished tireless sea 
has been restored, created over again. 

The book jacket speaks “Wakeman’s ability grow 
with experience”. needs only casual comparison with 
the author’s previous publications see how true this is. 
The themes Shore Leave, The Hucksters and The 
Charm have progressed from the sordidly sensual 
the superficially satiric penetration thought 
things human and the all important question values. 


them all, The Wastrel included, there re- 
mains yet the element shock which liberally injected 
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into words and scenes and seems the result 
broad-minded relativism questions morality. This 
reaches such depths that The Wastrel prohibited 
all save those who have professional interest the 
matter. these, the genius its writing plus the 
growth least the beginnings sense values make 
book coped with. it, sin may not recog- 
nized sin the characters themselves, but the very 
power their portrayal and the confusion and conflict 
their lives points something evil contrasted with 
something good. They are inferno and seeking 
escape fulfillment some sort, however vaguely 
envisioned. those who like Dante, have been granted 
the grace know, that inferno sin. The fulfillment 
question ultimately God. 

West Baden College, 

West Baden, Indiana 


Nash, Ogden. Versus. Little, Brown. Feb. 1949. 
169p. $2.50. 

His enthusiastic public has had wait six long, war-torn 
years for this collection Mr. Ogden 
Nash’s verses. The title the volume mere pun, 
but accurate one-word description the pervading 
pungency the contents. Mr. Nash’s chief claim and 
hold the affections his admirers his comic frenzy, 
polite but positive; his restrained, almost frustrated fury 
vis-a-vis the thousand and one minor irritations Every- 
man’s life this chromium-plated, foam-rubber cushioned 
and cellophane packaged day-and-age. This reviewer 
fondly cherishes the Nash the Flaccus, (Horace, that 
is; did you know that?), this generation; here the 
gentle Quintus reincarnate, metaphorically speaking, minus 
the old Falernian, perhaps, but with perspicacious taste 
for terrapin, tenderloin and torte-marzipan. list the 
objects our aversion, (half the fun finding that some- 
one has said superlatively simply what have been 
thinking independently), would copy almost the 
entire table-of-contents: essays into langue Maison, 
the giddy clientele bars coyly named “Chez Quel- 
qu’un”, the feminine talon for opening pack Camels, 
golf scoring, teen-agers, precocious chil- 
dren, children-by-and-large, (God love ’em); pecking-hen 
spouses, radio-commercial-copywriters, Spring’s unpredict- 
ability (in Baltimore, even); snow, summer, com- 
muting, love-among-the-bugs-and-birds, envy-of-my-neigh- 
bor’s-goods, female profanity, and marriage. Oh, 
Sooner later, you knew would quoting bit, 
here, well within the limits copyright, sample: 


“That why marriage much more interest- 
ing than divorce, 

Because it’s the only known example the 
happy meeting the immovable object and 
the irresistible force. 

hope husbands and wives will continue 
debate and combat over everything debatable 
and combatable, 

Because believe little incompatibility the 
spice life, particularly has income and 
she patable.” 


Mr. Nash sane, sound and satisfying. you are looking 
for something send sick friend, well friend, for 
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that matter; someone who isn’t quite friend yet, 
but will your friend forever you send, order 
copy and get its way. Chuckles and whoops sani- 
tary laughter are scarce and rare rubies these days; 
and here bargain bundle fun for almost everyone 


except baby. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Kirkbride, Ronald. Spring Not Gentle. 
day. Feb. 10, 1949. $3.00. 


Spring Not Gentle the second book the David 
Jordan Saga and follows the earlier Winds, Blow Gently. 
written retrospect David relates the story the 


* 
Double- 


Quaker family between the depression years the twen- 


ties and the outbreak World War II. 


Failure The Bank Ruston cancels his intention 
enroll Haverford College and precipitates his marriage 
the effervescent, yet ever-practical Nina. Welfare 
House nearby Ruston offers employment seemingly 
agreement with David’s creed work the service his 
fellows and not alone for gain. Nina joins him there and 
become essential the administration the establish- 
ment. 


But soon, David watches defeat shut out ambition the 
eyes the unemployed, they come receive the “bene- 
Welfare House; sees racial discrimination rear 
its ugly head the refusal the “charitable” white 
doctor treat badly beaten Negro child. begins 
realize that Welfare House simply another tool the 
hands few planters obligate the croppers, already 
victims their greed. The simplicity Quaker life and 
David’s singleness purpose are beyond city-bred Nina’s 
comprehension. Minor differences pile divide them. 


the farm, Benn has resorted raising hogs and plans 
grow alfalfa order circumvent being throttled 
men like Wellington and Tugman, cotton kings the 
state. John, brooding Leola’s death, devotes himself 
his law work, often pleading the cause men whom 
despises. lends her strength all; her good 
humour and sound judgment save many situation. 
Family after family, victims poverty, pass the house 
daily. When the disreputable Rufus McDougall, astride 
his mule Co-op, turns the gate one day barter his 
service return for shelter, the kernel idea born 
David’s mind. 

His decision leave Welfare House and its sham charity 
meets with Nina’s displeasure and countered her 
determination remain the staff. Encouraged his 
mother, Benn and Rufus, who has attached himself 
the family, plans offer encampment the idle 
men and their families, form centre where they may 
pool their resources and talents co-operative group. 
spite early scepticism the part those who join 
the movement, lack encouragement from Nina, and 
outright opposition from Tugman and his ilk, notable 
progress made. store for supplies built, alfalfa 
planted and grown successfully and, under John’s guid- 
ance when won over the idea, Tugman’s monopoly 
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the egg market broken. crisis reached 
John’s scheme gamble everything effort raise 
sufficient capital purchase fertilizer wholesale price 
adopted. 


the same time, having failed impress David with 
her arguments against the co-operative, Nina leaves 
visit her clergyman father Philadelphia. Her return 
the date the fertilizer secretly unloaded heralds 
bitter results, she unwittingly informs Mrs. Wellington 
the plan, resulting confiscation the load the 
Ruston sheriff, tool the planters. 


Ruined group, the members the co-operative are 
forced disperse and return their nomadic existence 
wandering and down the state. Rufus and the 
Jordans refuse capitulate. They have seen the miracle 
wrought the lives the poor, even the rich, Edith 
King joins the group, and they await the opportunity 
reorganize. David attempts lead Nina’s kind life 
and rounds parties with the leading members Ruston 
society fill his days. Wealthy Hugh King’s lavish 
querade ball made occasion announce Edith’s 
engagement John but ends disastrously, Nina 
shocked one the horrors that compose its frivolity 
into giving premature birth child whose life can not 
saved. 


Rufus dies martyr the cause when silent enemies trap 
him and set fire the co-operative store which had 
taken over shelter. David’s ambition re-kindled 
this tragedy and John’s announcement that their charter 
may now filed with the federal government adds his 
determination begin again. Nina’s bitterness after the 
loss the child and her failure agree with David force 
her impose upon him choice between devotion the 
co-operative separation from her. determination 
see the movement through based his whole 
Quaker belief the brotherhood man and the story 
ends sad note she departs for the north. 


apologia novel form for the co-operative ideal, 
Spring Not Gentle excellent work. story 
the highest integrity and one that beautifully written 
tell the tale, describe the rural setting, and seek out the 
depths characterization. almost imperceptible air 
suspense heightens the interest the plot unfolds. 
There humour even the midst misfortune. 


The book built rest upon the spiritual beliefs The 
Society Friends. The Catholic knows the answer 
Mama Jordan’s “Tomorrow, she loves thee not, thee 
has right her” (p. this implies divorce, 
does the whole question free interpretation the 
scriptures. Nina’s refusal have children properly 
represented selfishness not commended. The 
complexities isolationism, pacifism, and willingness 
defend one’s country time war are well overhauled. 
David’s disgust with the representative immoralities the 
rich, observes the guests the King masquerade, 
equalled the reader the author bring them life. 
Adults may read and should appreciate Spring Not 
Gentle. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
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